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We thank our 2016 Scholar Investors:



Awards Dinner Program

TIME ACTIVITY SPEAKER

6.15pm Pre-dinner drinks 

6.45pm Seating of guests  Sam Archer, 2008 Scholar, Master of 
Ceremonies

7.00pm Welcome Andrew Johnson, 2005 Scholar and Nuffi eld 
Australia Chairman 

7.05pm Presentation of 40-year Nuffi eld 
Scholars Presentation by Andrew Johnson 

7.10pm Entree served

7.30pm George Wilson Oration To be delivered by The Hon. Timothy Andrew 
Fischer AC

8.10pm Main course served

8.35pm Presentation of 2016 Scholarships Sam Archer, 2008 Scholar, Master of 
Ceremonies and Investors 

9.05pm Dessert served

9.20pm Presentation of 2016 Scholarships Sam Archer, 2008 Scholar, Master of 
Ceremonies and Investors

10.15pm Closing remarks Andrew Johnson, 2005 Scholar and Nuffi eld 
Australia Chairman

10.30pm Depart  
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Guest speaker 

The Hon Timothy Andrew Fischer AC

Tim Fischer was born at Lockhart, NSW, and educated at Boree Creek in the Riverina and Xavier College, 
Melbourne. Tim served with the Australian Army 1 RAR from 1966–1969, in both Australia and Vietnam, before 
returning to the family farm at Boree Creek in southern NSW.

In 1971 he was elected to the NSW Parliament. During his time in State Parliament, Mr Fisher became National 
Party Whip and served on a number of Parliamentary Committees, including the State ‘Staysafe’ Committee. 
He resigned from State Politics in 1984 to seek pre-selection for the Federal Parliamentary seat of Farrer, at the 
time based on Albury, Corowa and Deniliquin, from the ACT to the SA border.

Mr Fischer was subsequently elected Federal Member for Farrer and served in this role from 1984 to 2001. 
During this time he was Shadow Minister for Energy & Resources, Shadow Minister for Trade, Leader of the 
National Party, and later Minister for Trade and Deputy Prime Minister in the Howard Government (1996–1999). 
He led the offi cial delegation to observe the East Timor Referendum in 1999.

In Federal Parliament, Tim Fischer strongly supported harmonized strict gun law reform and also the world’s 
newest transcontinental railway, Adelaide to Darwin, where freight tonnage has increased greatly since its 
inception in 2004.

He retired from politics in 2001, served as Chairman of Tourism Australia 2004–2007 and then fi rst Rome 
resident Australian Ambassador to the Holy See 2009–2012.  He was also appointed Special Envoy by the 
Australian Government to Bhutan, Eritrea and South Sudan for a period of years. In his work and related roles, 
he has visited over 84 countries.

In 2012, Tim Fischer was elected Vice Chairman of the Global Crop Diversity Trust or GCDT with Seed 
Vault in North Norway (see photo).

Mr Fischer is Chairman of FAMU Holdings, a private company, and has a range of business interests, mainly with 
an export orientation.  His hobbies include chess and trekking in KNP and the Himalayan Kingdom of Bhutan.

Tim has also held the following honorary positions:

• Chair of the Crawford Fund on International Agricultural Research;

• Chair of the Australian Winemakers Foundation;

• National Chair RFDS and National Patron of Frontier Services;

•  Patron of various charitable organisations.

Some of Tim’s previous commercial activities include:

• Consultant Deloittes;

• Director AA Co., Ausmore Singapore & Asia Pacifi c Transport.
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Delivering Riverina seeds near the North Pole

Mr Fischer is the author of three successful books (published by Allen & Unwin):

• Seven Days in East Timor

• Outback Heroes & Communities that Count (co-author)

• Transcontinental Train Odyssey: The Ghan, The Khyber, The Globe.

His most recent writings include:

• Bold Bhutan Beckons (co-author with Tshering Tashi)

• Trains Unlimited in the 21st Century (ABC Books)

•  Holy See, Unholy me: 1000 Days in Rome (ABC Books).

Also, his best seller book on WW 1 has been out since Nov 2014, titled: “MAESTRO JOHN MONASH: 
Australia’s greatest Citizen General”

Mr Fischer lives at ‘Grossotto’, Mudgegonga, VIC 3737, with his wife Judy and two sons, Harrison and 
Dominic, and at times at Boree Creek, NSW.

PS.  In short Tim Fischer has diverse interests, from bushwalking in Bhutan and around Tumbarumba,  
also bike riding the Great Descent from Beechworth, to drinking white wine and reading second hand old 
railway books, in between swimming and writing!
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George Wilson  A NUFFIELD ACHIEVER

George Wilson was the Australian Nuffi eld Farming Scholars Association founding chairman when 

the organisation was formed in 1976. He served in the role for 16 years, creating a lasting legacy for 

agriculture in Australia.

After serving in the A.I.F. from 1942 to 1945, Mr Wilson returned home to the family property in Berwick, 

Victoria. In 1951 he was awarded a Nuffi eld Scholarship to study beef and general farming and with fellow 

Nuffi eld recipient Pat Meredith, he travelled by boat to England in 1952. On arriving in England, the two 

Australian scholars were given bicycles so they could travel the countryside on their study tour. Australia 

continued to send two scholars per year, rotating around the six states, for the next twenty-plus years, 

funded from the United Kingdom by the Nuffi eld Foundation.

When Robert Beggs returned from his scholarship in 1970, he spoke with George Wilson and Carl Foster 

about forming some sort of Nuffi eld organisation in Australia to look after visiting scholars from other 

countries. 

The Australian Nuffi eld Farming Scholars Association was subsequently formed, with Australian scholars 

each contributing $150 to set it up. This forward thinking meant that in 1976 when representatives from 

the UK Nuffi eld Foundation came out to Australia to inform the Australian Nuffi eld alumni there would be 

no further recurrent funding from the foundation to support the scholarship, Australia was well placed to 

continue the program. 

The foundation generously gifted £7,000 to the Australian Nuffi eld Farming Scholars Association as a 

start-up fund for a locally administered organisation.  From this Mr Wilson started the Nuffi eld Australian 

Fund, and during his time as chair there were a number of major benchmarks including:

•  The fi rst International Conference in Victoria in 1980

•  The fostering of the talents of another Nuffi eld lion, Harry Perkins, AO.

As with most Nuffi eld Scholars, Mr Wilson recognised that Nuffi eld changed his life and he wanted other 

Australian farmers to share his experience. He had terrifi c business and agricultural connections and used 

them for the everlasting benefi t of Nuffi eld. It included those contacts Mr Wilson made during his own 

scholarship, such as Peter Jones and Emrys Jones. Peter became the head of the British equivalent of 

the Department of Primary Industry and Emrys [later Sir Emrys] headed the highly regarded Welsh Plant 

Breeding University at Aberystwyth. Mr Wilson had a loyal group of essentially Victorian Nuffi eld scholars, 

who helped him “run the show”.
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His wife, Faye Wilson, supported Mr Wilson and Nuffi eld all 
the way, helping scholars and their partners in day-to-day 

problems as well as supporting Mr Wilson in his endeavours 
on behalf of Nuffi eld, even while he ducked off to the 
UK, twice at his own expense, chasing his dream of the 
Australian Nuffi eld Farming Scholars Association. 

Mr Wilson loved a good time — in 1988 when NSW organised 

the annual meeting of the association, they asked Mr Wilson 
what he wanted to see. He answered “I want to see good 
agriculture and I want a drink in our hands at 5.30.”

 Mr Wilson had many achievements in his lifetime:

•  Chairman of the Victorian Inland Meat Authority

•  President of Victorian Royal Agricultural Society

•  Council member of Monash University

•  Member of the Victorian Economic Development Corporation

•  Honoured as a Commander of St Michael and St George.

Ian Macintosh took over the Nuffi eld chairman’s role from Mr Wilson for six years and was followed by 
Harry Perkins — who had been encouraged into the job by Mr Wilson and Ron Baillieu. Harry realised that 
Nuffi eld needed to change to be relevant to the times and he initiated the Miller & Inall External Review 

of Nuffi eld. This review became the catalyst for Nuffi eld as we know it today and although Mr Wilson was 
not initially comfortable with the direction the review suggested, he had made peace with the changes 
before his death in 2003 at the age of 85.

In the past six years there has been a considerable expansion of the Australian Nuffi eld program, and this 
could not have happened without the foundations laid by George Wilson. He led the way in serving this 
association at no cost to the group; an ethic that many Nuffi eld Scholars have followed. 

The Board of (the now) Nuffi eld Australia have implemented the perpetual George Wilson Oration to mark 

Mr Wilson’s contribution to all our lives.

The seventh George Wilson Oration will be delivered the Hon Timothy Andrew Fischer AC. 
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Winning scholars

Phone: 0458 191 183   Email: jimmydempster83@hotmail.com 

James Dempster, from Mingenew in Western Australia, receives 
a Nuffi eld Scholarship supported by the Grains Research and 
Development Corporation (western region). 

He will study the potential for using corporate-style integrated supply 
chains in medium-sized, broadacre family-owned farms and the key 
factors and crops underpinning their success. 

In partnership with his parents and brother, James manages a 
6000-hectare mixed cropping and livestock property with 4500 
hectares of wheat, canola and lupins in rotation and a self-replacing 
Merino fl ock for wool and meat production. He coordinates grain sales 
and sheep fl ock management. 

James is planning to visit growers who use an integrated supply chain to 
better understand their successes, issues and enterprise mixes. 

“Traditionally, broadacre family farm businesses have sought to expand 
by buying or leasing more land,” he says.

“But this is risky due to capital outlay, diminishing terms of trade and 
climate uncertainty.

“Integrating parts of the supply chain is a relatively unexplored 
expansion option for medium-sized family farms and could have 
potential for effi ciency gains, reducing costs, value-adding and 
expanding skills sets beyond the farm gate.”

James plans to use the insights gained from his scholarship experience 
to implement best-practice management on his property and share his 
knowledge with others in the industry. 

He will travel to Argentina, parts of northern Australia and Canada. 

SUPPORTED BY:

SUPPORTER INFORMATION:

The Grains Research and Development Corporation is one of the world’s leading grains research 
organisations responsible for planning, investing in and overseeing RD&E to deliver improvements in 
production, sustainability and profi tability across the Australian grains industry.

Website: www.grdc.com.au   Facebook: theGRDC   Twitter: @theGRDC

James Dempster  WESTERN AUSTRALIA  (GRAIN)
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Phone: 0400 369 723  Email: angusduddy@bigpond.com

Angus Duddy, from Quirindi in New South Wales, receives a Nuffi eld 
Scholarship supported by the Grains Research and Development 
Corporation (northern region). He will investigate whether 
agriculture and mining can co-exist and, if so, do mining operations 
present landholders with opportunities to tap into alternative energy 
sources and recycled water that will benefi t their production. 

Angus jointly manages a 2350-hectare mixed grain, beef and dryland 
cotton family property on the Liverpool Plains with his wife, Jaimie. 
They use a rotation of cotton, sorghum and wheat/pulses, and operate 
an opportunity 500-head AUS-MEAT accredited feed lot.

Angus’ scholarship research will be particularly pertinent to the 
operation, as it sits across two mining exploration licence areas. 

He plans to investigate the impact of mining on agriculture and to 
understand how mining operations manage waste water. In addition, 
he will study whether waste water can be recycled for intensive 
agriculture and if alternative energy, such as coal seam gas, can be 
utilised while the coal is mined. 

 “If it is found that these large mining projects do not benefi t agricultural 
businesses, landholders and managers need to understand the risks 
they present and how these can be managed,” Angus says. 

“If it is found there are benefi ts for agricultural production to manage 
risk or enhance production, then producers need to be made aware of 
these potential benefi ts.”

Angus will be travel to Argentina, Brazil, China, Israel, the United 
Kingdom and the United States.

SUPPORTED BY:

SUPPORTER INFORMATION:

The Grains Research and Development Corporation is one of the world’s leading grains research 
organisations responsible for planning, investing in and overseeing RD&E to deliver improvements in 
production, sustainability and profi tability across the Australian grains industry.

Website: www.grdc.com.au   Facebook: theGRDC   Twitter: @theGRDC

Angus Duddy  NEW SOUTH WALES  (GRAIN)
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Phone:  0429 206 238   Email: orangepark@watag.com.au

John Stevenson, from Lockhart in New South Wales, receives 
a Nuffi eld Scholarship supported by the Grains Research and 
Development Corporation (northern region).

He will investigate ways to close the gap between potential grain 
yield and soil Plant Available Water Capacity (PAWC), with a focus on 
boosting productivity from sustainable dryland cropping systems.

For more than a decade John has managed large rain-fed grain 
production enterprises for the Warakirri Cropping business from the 
NSW Riverina to the Queensland Darling Downs. Crops have included 
wheat, canola, barley, pulses, sorghum, cotton and oaten hay (with 
some fallow phases).

He says the use of PAWC calculations through a range of grains 
industry decision-support tools is highly valuable, but there is no 
simple, affordable technique for growers to measure PAWC in a 
landscape that has highly variable soils. 

“PAWC of soils is the key driver of dryland grain production right across 
the world,” he says.

“It leads to a better understanding of soil variability that can help 
growers optimise the use of crop inputs where moisture is a limiting 
factor or is too excessive.”

John would like to evaluate systems that allow cost effective 
measurements of PAWC, soil moisture and rainfall distribution. He 
will also study methods of better combining wide-ranging precision 
agriculture data, such as electromagnetic induction (EM) surveys, 
elevation data, pH, yield mapping and Normalized Difference 
Vegetation Index (NDVI) imagery.

Through his scholarship he will travel to Canada, South America, the 
United Kingdom and the United States.

SUPPORTED BY:

SUPPORTER INFORMATION:

The Grains Research and Development Corporation is one of the world’s leading grains research 
organisations responsible for planning, investing in and overseeing RD&E to deliver improvements in 
production, sustainability and profi tability across the Australian grains industry.

Website: www.grdc.com.au   Facebook: theGRDC   Twitter: @theGRDC

John Stevenson  NEW SOUTH WALES  (GRAIN)
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Randall Wilksch  SOUTH AUSTRALIA  (GRAIN)

Phone: 0427 865 051   Email: faithfi eld@optusnet.com.au

Randall Wilksch, from Yeelanna in South Australia, receives a 
Nuffi eld Scholarship supported by the Grains Research and 
Development Corporation (southern region). 

He will study two topics: broad scale spraying systems used in grain 
production, with a particular focus on improving the effi ciency of 
self-propelled (SP) sprayers; and advocating for agriculture positively 
through social media.

As a partner in his family’s 3650-hectare grain production enterprise 
(on owned and leased land), Randall’s key responsibility is managing 
spraying and crop protection for wheat, canola, faba bean, lentil, lupin 
and barley plantings. 

“I plan to look at more cost effective, broad scale spraying methods 
using high-capacity SP units that can cover bigger areas faster without 
losing effi cacy,” he says. 

“I also wish to promote agriculture to an urban audience that is 
increasingly disconnected from production of food and fi bre.

“There are opportunities to learn how to get the best out of expensive 
SP systems to complete our spraying operations in a timely, safe and 
effective manner.

“It is also important that we make known to the public that broad 
scale agriculture production systems are healthy and safe, and not be 
infl uenced by emotive, unsubstantiated claims.”

Randall plans to investigate boom turbulence, weed science, sprayer 
manufacture and alternative broad scale spraying systems used in 
other countries when he visits Canada, Europe, the United States and 
parts of Australia through his scholarship.

SUPPORTED BY:

SUPPORTER INFORMATION:

The Grains Research and Development Corporation is one of the world’s leading grains research 
organisations responsible for planning, investing in and overseeing RD&E to deliver improvements in 
production, sustainability and profi tability across the Australian grains industry.

Website: www.grdc.com.au   Facebook: theGRDC   Twitter: @theGRDC
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SUPPORTED BY:

Matthew Abbott  QUEENSLAND  (BANANAS)

Phone: 0427 027 253   Email: matrobabb@gmail.com

Matthew Abbott, from Mena Creek in far north Queensland, receives 
a Nuffi eld Scholarship supported by Horticulture Innovation 
Australia using the Banana Levy and matched funds from the Australian 
Government.
Matthew will study opportunities for organic farming with a particular focus 
on sustainable practices in Australia. He will also study how the industry 
manages diseases such as fusarium (TR4) and the different practices 
and varieties used to combat it; along with banana marketing; category 
diversifi cation and export markets. 
Matthew, his father Robert and brother Ben have been in organic banana 
production for the past 10 years, having previously grown conventional 
bananas for 20 years prior to the swap to organic farming.
With sustainable agriculture being the main driver, their belief in the future 
of organic farming is underpinning plans to expand production by about 
20 per cent per year. 
Matthew aims to research organic farming across Asia and South America, 
looking at banana varieties and systems to manage Panama disease 
Tropical Race 4, potential export markets for organic bananas and splitting 
bananas into categories for product branding and consumer marketing. 
“Organic banana production makes up about 1–2 per cent of the total 
Australian banana market, but there is opportunity for a lot more growth,” 
he says.
“I would like to see how the big businesses overseas, both conventional 
and organic, operate from paddock to plate and bring this knowledge back 
to the Australian industry.
“I would like us to be exporting organic bananas by 2020, with strong 
demand driving our increased production.”
Matthew will travel to Japan, South America and Europe through his 
Nuffi eld Scholarship.

SUPPORTER INFORMATION:

Horticulture Innovation Australia (HIA) is a not-for-profi t, grower-owned Research and Development 
Corporation for Australia’s $9 billion horticulture industry. HIA invests more than $100 million in 
research, development and marketing programs annually.

Website: www.horticulture.com.au   Facebook: HortInnovation   Twitter: @hort_au 
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SUPPORTED BY:

Michael Vorrasi  SOUTH AUSTRALIA  (VEGETABLES)

Phone: 0414 316 207   Email: michael@dsafresh.com.au

Michael Vorrasi, from Adelaide in South Australia, receives a Nuffi eld 
Scholarship supported by Horticulture Innovation Australia using 
funds from the National Vegetable R&D Levy and matching funds from 
the Australian Government. 
He will investigate opportunities for value-added vegetables to boost 
grower returns, consumption of fresh produce and markets for second-
grade produce.
Michael is the managing director of DSA Fresh, a hydroponic grower and 
processor of gourmet lettuce, Asian vegetables, herbs and other fresh 
vegetable cuts that services Adelaide, Western Australia and Melbourne.
He has overseen the growth of this business to its current production 
of more than three-million hydroponic plants and processing of more 
than 150 tonnes of fresh produce annually. The next phase of expansion 
includes supply contracts with Australia’s major supermarket chains and 
export developments.
Michael says he believes there are major opportunities to value-add 
to fresh vegetables to increase returns to Australian growers and the 
industry as a whole.
“We can be better branding and innovating to lift vegetable 
consumption, especially targeting domestic convenience and export 
markets that are growing at a fast pace,” he says.
“Vegetable waste is also a big issue in our industry, with an estimated 
33 per cent of fresh food worth about $2.6 billion per annum, being 
reduced or discarded.
“Through my scholarship I will be investigating alternative options for this 
second-grade produce.”
To achieve his research goals, Michael plans to travel to Europe, South 
East Asia and the United States.

SUPPORTER INFORMATION:

Horticulture Innovation Australia (HIA) is a not-for-profi t, grower-owned Research and Development 
Corporation for Australia’s $9 billion horticulture industry. HIA invests more than $100 million in 
research, development and marketing programs annually.

Website: www.horticulture.com.au   Facebook: HortInnovation   Twitter: @hort_au 
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SUPPORTED BY:

Ross Pirrone  QUEENSLAND  (VEGETABLES)

Phone: 0438 340 040   Email: pirbropro@hotmail.com

Ross Pirrone, from Ayr in Queensland’s Burdekin region, receives a Nuffi eld 
Scholarship supported by Horticulture Innovation Australia and the 
Sylvia and Charles Viertel Charitable Foundation. 
He will study advanced and cost-effective horticultural growing systems, with 
an emphasis on tropical and sub-tropical protected cropping technology.
With a background in high performance automotive engineering and 
broadacre, cattle and horticultural production and marketing, Ross is ideally 
placed to undertake this research.
He is involved in his family’s business, which has an annual production of 
30–40,000-tonnes of sugar cane; 80 hectares of grains, legumes and rice; 
50–100-head of cattle for the live export trade; 3000–5000 bales of hay and 
fodder; and a horticulture enterprise comprising 150–160,000 kilograms of 
cucumbers and 500,000 kilograms of pumpkin sold each year.
Through his scholarship, Ross plans to look at protected cropping systems 
for horticulture that use the most advanced, cost-effi cient technologies 
available across the world.
“With extreme market forces putting pressure on our profi t margins and 
erratic weather putting us under environmental stress, I can particularly 
see big opportunities in the development of highly fl exible and resilient 
greenhouses in our part of the world,” he says.
“This would allow us to take advantage of high commodity prices in the 
wake of weather events affecting fi eld-grown crops and pave the way for 
year-round consistent supply of high quality produce. There would also be 
capacity to grow niche, high-value lines that are too risky to plant in the fi eld.”
Ross plans to visit Israel, Mexico, Spain, Turkey and the United States 
through his scholarship.

SUPPORTER INFORMATION:

Horticulture Innovation Australia (HIA) is a not-for-profi t, grower-owned Research and Development 
Corporation for Australia’s $9 billion horticulture industry. HIA invests more than $100 million in research, 
development and marketing programs annually.

Website: www.horticulture.com.au   Facebook: HortInnovation   Twitter: @hort_au 

The Sylvia and Charles Viertel Charitable Foundation was established to benefi t organisations or institutions 
involved in medical research into diseases, and the alleviation of hardship of the aged and the sick.

Website:  viertel.org.au  
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SUPPORTED BY:

Emily Rigby  QUEENSLAND  (CUT FLOWERS)

Phone: 0400 008 161   Email: emilyr@cedarhill.com.au

Emily Rigby, from Mapleton in Queensland, receives a Nuffi eld Scholarship 
supported by Horticulture Innovation Australia and the Sylvia and 
Charles Viertel Charitable Foundation. 
She will investigate greenhouse production systems specifi cally for sub-
tropical climates, with a focus on low and high-technology protected cropping.
Emily is the research manager for Cedar Hill Flowers & Foliage, one of 
Australia’s biggest exporters of cut foliage and fl owers. It produces and 
processes products for fl oriculture markets in Europe, the Americas, New 
Zealand, Asia, Japan and China. It was the world’s fi rst successful enterprise 
to propagate and artifi cially cultivate umbrella fern and won the 2014 
Australian Flower Industry Sustainable Production Award.
Emily manages the company’s umbrella fern plantations on the Sunshine 
Coast and Mary Valley and has provided valuable research into the successful 
domestication of this Australian native crop. Her efforts in this endeavour 
contributed to her selection as a Qld Finalist of the National RIRDC Rural 
Women’s Award this year.
Through her scholarship, Emily will look at ways of improving greenhouse 
production and management systems for sub-tropical climates using 
innovative protected cropping practices. The aim is to achieve better 
production effi ciencies, yields and sustainability.
“I also want to focus on the potential for under-utilised plant species, such as 
Australian natives, bush foods, niche plants and new ornamentals, as arming 
ourselves with the best, latest knowledge might help Australia’s producers 
adapt and innovate to meet the ongoing challenges of a dynamic climate and 
dynamic markets,” she says. 
Emily plans to do her research in China, Israel, Kenya, Spain, Turkey and 
the USA.

SUPPORTER INFORMATION:

Horticulture Innovation Australia (HIA) is a not-for-profi t, grower-owned Research and Development 
Corporation for Australia’s $9 billion horticulture industry. HIA invests more than $100 million in research, 
development and marketing programs annually.

Website: www.horticulture.com.au   Facebook: HortInnovation   Twitter: @hort_au 

The Sylvia and Charles Viertel Charitable Foundation was established to benefi t organisations or institutions 
involved in medical research into diseases, and the alleviation of hardship of the aged and the sick.

Website:  viertel.org.au  
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Phone: 0408 323 849   Email: mitchell@mcnab.com.au

Mitchell McNab, from Ardmona in Victoria, receives a Nuffi eld 
Scholarship supported by Horticulture Innovation Australia, using 
voluntary contributions from industry and matched funds from the 
Australian Government. 
He will investigate innovative robotics technology for the horticultural 
sector, with a particular focus on implementation in fruit growing and 
packing operations.
Mitchell is a fi fth generation orchardist and manages his family’s H.V. 
McNab & Sons orchard and cold storage complex. Their 64-hectare 
orchard is planted to six pear varieties, fi ve apple varieties and plums and 
produces more than 2800 tonnes of fruit annually.
Mitchell says historically the focus of the business has been on growing 
fruit for processing, but the emphasis is now fi rmly on fresh fruit supply 
and packing for domestic and overseas markets.
“As we continue to expand, I am really interested in using the most high-
tech and growing-friendly systems, including robotics and other labour-
saving technologies,” he says. 
“I think these types of innovations are vital for the future of the Australian 
horticultural sector, which is traditionally very labour intensive.”
Mitchell says there is potential to use robotics in both the orchard 
environment and in packing sheds as these technologies become more 
advanced and affordable.
“One example of robotics application is for counting and mapping fruit 
blossom, which is invaluable data for growers making decisions about 
water applications, inputs and determining crop loads,” he says.
Mitchell will study the overseas use of robotics and other labour-saving 
technologies in horticultural industries when he visits China, Italy, Poland 
and the United States. He will also travel to other parts of Australia 
through his scholarship.

SUPPORTED BY:

Mitchell McNab  VICTORIA  (APPLE AND PEAR)

SUPPORTER INFORMATION:

Horticulture Innovation Australia (HIA) is a not-for-profi t, grower-owned Research and Development 
Corporation for Australia’s $9 billion horticulture industry. HIA invests more than $100 million in 
research, development and marketing programs annually.

Website: www.horticulture.com.au   Facebook: HortInnovation   Twitter: @hort_au 
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Phone: 0455 092 733   Email: sd@marineproduce.com 

Steven Davies, from Perth, Western Australia, receives a 
Nuffi eld Scholarship supported by the Fisheries Research and 
Development Corporation. He will investigate the development of 
socially responsible and economically sustainable wild-catch seafood 
and aquaculture industries in Australia.

His particular interest is the relationships between industry, 
government and interest groups and how these can encourage 
the development of a sustainable aquaculture industry in northern 
Australia.  

Steven is a senior manager of Marine Produce Australia and is 
responsible for the company’s Kimberley-based operation, Cone Bay 
Ocean Barramundi. This is Australia’s only sea-cage barramundi farm.

He says a focus on development of the aquaculture industry in northern 
Australia requires a pragmatic approach to bridging the gaps between 
industry, government and various lobby groups.

“Australia has a long and proud history of relatively sound economic, 
environmental and socially-responsible seafood industry development 
and my family has three generations of involvement in this,” he says.

“The challenge has always been to achieve a balance and this 
challenge grows every year due to increasing population, resource 
allocation, public perceptions, globalisation, climate change, threats to 
the marine environment and interest groups.”

Steven hopes his research in Chile, China, Iceland, Kiribati, Norway 
and the United States will identify potential new practices and 
insights that can be applied to the Australian wild-catch seafood and 
aquaculture industries.

SUPPORTED BY:

SUPPORTER INFORMATION:

The FRDC’s role is to plan and invest in fi sheries RD&E activities in Australia. This includes providing 
leadership and coordination of the monitoring, evaluating and reporting on RD&E activities, facilitating 

dissemination, extension and commercialisation.

Website: frdc.com.au   

Steven Davies  WESTERN AUSTRALIA  (AQUACULTURE)
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Phone: 0428 814 854   Email: dkholder@adam.com.au 

Dennis Holder, from Largs North adjacent to Port Adelaide in South 
Australia, receives a Nuffi eld Scholarship supported by the Fisheries 
Research and Development Corporation. He will investigate 
technologies to reduce the carbon footprint of commercial fi shing vessels.

Dennis operates a purpose-built, 24-metre aluminium boat for the wild 
catch of Blue Swimmer Crabs. The boat FV Silver Spectre and its fi shing 
equipment reduced their carbon footprint and bycatch of juvenile crabs 
by 92%, while increasing operating effi ciencies by over 50%. He has 
three fi shing licences in SA, with a total quota holding of 220 tonnes. This 
is about 35 per cent of the SA Total Allowable Commercial Catch and 
enables him to supply markets in SA, New South Wales, Victoria 
and Queensland.

Dennis plans to use his scholarship to assess new marine technologies 
in electric propulsion and drive systems, energy storage and power 
generation for hybrid operations.

“Fishing vessels operate as high carbon consumption units and little 
has changed in this area in the past 40 years because operators have 
concentrated on making effi ciencies in catching and selling,” he says.

“If we can reduce the carbon footprint from fi shing vessels, there would 
be a big drop in daily running costs, better maintenance effi ciencies, 
more social licence to operate from the community and potentially more 
attraction for younger people to enter our industry.”

Dennis says for his research he will travel to Canada, Japan, Norway, the 
Netherlands, Singapore and the United States to look at the latest and 
most successful innovations being used in commercial fi shing vessels.

He will assess potential applications in Australia and undertake cost-
benefi t analyses, with the aim of packaging-up this information for 
local fi shers.

SUPPORTED BY:

SUPPORTER INFORMATION:

The FRDC’s role is to plan and invest in fi sheries RD&E activities in Australia. This includes providing 
leadership and coordination of the monitoring, evaluating and reporting on RD&E activities, facilitating 

dissemination, extension and commercialisation.

Website: frdc.com.au   

Dennis Holder  SOUTH AUSTRALIA  (WILD CATCH)
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Phone: 0427 029 109   Email: lachiegreen@gmail.com

Lachlan Green, from Lake Fyans in Victoria’s Grampians Mountains, 
receives a Nuffi eld Scholarship supported by the Australian Egg 
Corporation Ltd. He will study strategies for reducing stress in free 
range hens.

Lachlan oversees the Green Eggs free range egg business on his 
family’s 1450-hectare farm, which also produces beef, lamb, wool and 
hay. The egg enterprise consists of 36,000 free range hens producing 
210,000 eggs per week, which are graded, packed and supplied to 
restaurants, cafes and farmers’ markets across Melbourne and wider 
Victoria.  

According to Lachlan, in a free range egg production system it can be 
challenging to reduce hen stress from natural, social or physical issues. 

“If it’s not managed, hen stress can lead to feather pecking, declining 
health, higher mortalities, increased shedding of Salmonella and/or 
reduced egg production and quality,” he says.

“However, there is a lack of information for farmers and related 
industries about its causes, management and prevention techniques.

“Through my scholarship, I will investigate how other countries handle 
hen stress and then I can help to develop best practices for Australian 
farmers so we can maintain our market competitiveness and increase 
productivity and profi tability.”

Lachlan plans to travel to Europe, the United Kingdom and the 
United States.

SUPPORTED BY:

SUPPORTER INFORMATION:

The Australian Egg Corporation Limited is an Industry Services Body or provider of marketing and 

‘R&D’ services for the benefi t of all stakeholders, principally egg producers.

Website: www.aecl.org   Facebook: YourEggsYourChoice    Twitter: @YourEggs

Lachlan Green  VICTORIA  (EGGS)
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Phone: 0421 599 682   Email: lukemancini@gmail.com

Luke Mancini, from Whitton in New South Wales, receives a Nuffi eld 
Scholarship supported by the Australian Grape and Wine Authority. 

He will study vineyard management practices and grape marketing 
techniques for alternative wine grape varieties in warm climates and 
irrigated areas.  

Luke is involved in his family’s mixed enterprises that include a 
vineyard, olive grove, winter cereals and summer row cropping.

He says one of the challenges faced by the wine and grape industry 
was an inability to establish a reputation for consistent quantity, quality 
and supply given there is limited information as to how to grow and 
manage alternative varieties.

“Part of my study will include looking at alternative varieties that are 
old and/or rare and have potential to become more popular with wine 
consumers as well as those developed for disease resistance to reduce 
reliance on chemicals.” Luke says.

“I believe one of the great opportunities we have in this area is to 
increase collaboration between growers, winemakers and winery 
owners on alternative varieties and, in the longer term, to work with 
bodies like CSIRO to promote the environmental and agronomic virtues 
of disease resistant varieties.

“One of my future goals is to develop our own alternative varieties 
under a family wine label and I’m looking forward to gaining a better 
perspective of my own farming operation and to develop ideas and 
initiatives that will benefi t the entire industry.”

Luke will travel to parts of Australia, Europe, China, South East Asia 
and the United States.

SUPPORTED BY:

SUPPORTER INFORMATION:

The Australian Grape and Wine Authority supports a competitive wine sector by investing in RD&E, 

growing global demand and protecting the reputation of Australian wine.

Website:  www.agwa.net.au   

Luke Mancini  NEW SOUTH WALES  (VITICULTURE)
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SUPPORTED BY:

Sarah Hughes  NORTHERN TERRITORY  (LIVESTOCK)

Phone: 0429 093 377   Email: sarah@georginapastoral.com.au

Sarah Hughes, from the Barkly Tableland in the Northern Territory, receives 
a Nuffi eld Scholarship supported by ANZ and Australian Agricultural 
Company (AACo). She plans to investigate commercial organic Wagyu 
production and the potential for international production partnerships to 
sure-up year-round supply.

Sarah and her husband Fred manage Lake Nash Station, which is situated 
on the Qld-NT border and is part of Georgina Pastoral Company’s stable of 
properties, which also includes Caldervale via Tambo, and Keeroongooloo via 
Windorah. All are certifi ed organic and the company has secured long-term 
supply agreements with AACo for Wagyu feeders.

Lake Nash Station covers 1.7 million hectares and is Australia’s second largest 
cattle property. It has a carrying capacity of up to 75,000 head and Sarah says 
the forecast is to brand 18,000 certifi ed organic calves in 2015.

She would like to study overseas organic production of Wagyu cattle, 
including production, breed traits and genetics, and assess the potential for 
production partnerships that could deliver reliable and consistent supplies - 
with the aim of securing price premiums.

“There is no one in Australia producing and supplying organic Wagyu and 
I think there are opportunities in this space,” but there are risks associated 
with increased production costs, time and seasonal variability and I would 
like to broaden my knowledge about and confi dence in organic and Wagyu 
production systems,” she says. 

Sarah plans to visit operations in Japan, New Zealand and the United States. 

SUPPORTER INFORMATION:
ANZ has provided banking services to farmers and agribusinesses in regional Australia for more than 150 years. 
ANZ is uniquely positioned as Australia’s biggest bank in Asia helping Australian customers deliver to the fastest 
growing food market in the world. With access to industry specialists and an extensive range of products and 
services, our ANZ Agribusiness team can tailor solutions to suit the specifi c needs of your business.

Website: www.anz.com/agri  

Established in 1824, the Australian Agricultural Company (AACo) is Australia’s largest integrated cattle and beef 
producer. Today, AACo owns and operates a strategic balance of properties, feedlots and farms comprising 
seven million hectares of land across Queensland and the Northern Territory. AACo specialises in grass fed beef, 
grain fed beef and Wagyu beef production. We run Australia’s largest herd of Wagyu cattle, producing high grade 
Wagyu beef which is exported around the world.

Website:  www.aaco.com.au
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Phone: 0427 670 025   Email: jack@evergreentrust.net 

Jack England, from Kingston in South Australia, receives a Nuffi eld 
Scholarship supported by Australian Wool Innovation. 

He will investigate the benefi ts and costs of using variable rate 
technology (VRT) for fertiliser and trace element prescription use in 
livestock systems. 

Jack manages his family’s 3200-hectare mixed sheep, beef and cropping 
property, which supports 8000 head of Merino ewes for wool and prime 
lamb production, 450 head of Murray Grey and Angus cows, and 200 to 
400 hectares of barley and pasture. 

With a background in agronomy, he brings a scientifi c focus to the 
livestock, pasture and fi nancial management of the farm business and 
sees potential for innovative technologies, such as zoning paddocks for 
VRT fertiliser application, to be used more widely in livestock systems.

“Being able to actively measure yearly grazing days, minus 
supplementary feed costs, at a paddock or zone scale allows you to 
economically assess various trials, the need for fertiliser at maintenance 
or higher levels using meaningful data, such as stock weight gains, wool 
growth, quality and quantity, and carrying capacity,” he says.

“Many grain growers are adopting variable input rates, why not let 
livestock systems begin the process based on objective decision 
making?

“I am interested in seeing what technology is available in our sector to 
achieve and monitor capital inputs versus outputs.”

Jack also hopes his Nuffi eld Scholarship experience will quench his thirst 
for agricultural knowledge by meeting people from around the world. 

He aims to travel through parts of Canada, New Zealand, England and the 
United States.

SUPPORTED BY:

SUPPORTER INFORMATION:

Australian Wool Innovation Limited (AWI) is the research, development and marketing organisation for 
the Australian wool industry.  AWI is responsible for managing and investing levy funds received from 
over 27,000 levy payers and matching eligible ‘R&D’ contributions from the Australian government, 
into projects across the supply chain.

Website: www.wool.com   Twitter: @woolinnovation 

Jack England  SOUTH AUSTRALIA  (WOOL)
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Phone: 0417 351 260   Email: burniff@gmail.com

John Keely, from Cohuna in Victoria, receives a Nuffi eld Scholarship 
supported by the Gardiner Dairy Foundation. He will investigate better 
ways to use nutrients from manure and effl uent generated in intensive 
dairy operations, with a specifi c focus on biological farming systems.

John and his wife Michelle are starting to implement biological soil 
nutrient practices on their own 423-hectare dairy property, which has a 
peak milking herd of 310 cows in autumn and spring and produces about 
2.5 million litres of milk annually. All pastures and crops are fl ood irrigated 
and they are 100 per cent self-suffi cient in hay and silage conservation.

John says as the dairy industry becomes more intensive, particularly in 
northern Victoria, use of feed pads and loafi ng areas can quickly create 
large stockpiles of manure that when applied to pastures in its raw form 
can create issues.

“Unlike commercial fertilisers, manure also varies in its amount and ratio 
of nutrients and if mis-managed this can lead to leaching and water 
quality problems,” he says.

“I will use my scholarship to look at new and innovative methods of 
using manure and effl uent on pastures, such as composting and other 
biological farming practices.

“I will also study management systems used overseas that reduce the 
likelihood of pollution and increase benefi ts for livestock production 
systems.”

John has previously travelled to South America on a dairy study tour and 
through his Nuffi eld Scholarship plans to travel to Canada, Germany, 
Ireland, the Netherlands, New Zealand, the United Kingdom and the 
United States.

SUPPORTED BY:

SUPPORTER INFORMATION:

The Gardiner Dairy Foundation is a proactive investor in projects that have signifi cant impact for the 

Victorian dairy industry and the wider community.

Website:  www.gardinerfoundation.com.au   

John Keely  VICTORIA  (DAIRY)
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Phone: 0428 418 531   Email: william@usee.com.au

William Harrington, from Richmond in north west Queensland, 
receives a Nuffi eld Scholarship supported by John Deere. He will study 
the global use of remote monitoring technologies in agriculture and how 
adoption can be increased by beef producers in Australia.

With a background in pastoral beef grazing and computer engineering, 
William is well placed to take on this challenge.

He is involved in the daily running of his family’s Olga Downs and 
Kolonga stations, which cover 16,000 hectares and support 2000 head 
of cattle. He has also set up an electronics company that supplies remote 
monitoring cameras and tank sensors to beef producers, irrigators, 
universities and environmental groups across Australia and overseas.

William says remote monitoring technologies have become integral to 
many cropping and horticultural enterprises but, despite big potential 
for improving effi ciencies, were yet to be seriously embraced by the 
Australian beef industry.

“I would like to understand more about the attitudes towards using these 
technologies by a range of overseas farmers, industries and countries 
and the adoption rates,” he says.

“Armed with this knowledge, I can be involved in developing new 
technologies that are practical, reliable, cost effective, and better 
match the needs of Australia’s beef industry to help lift effi ciency and 
productivity.”

William plans to use his scholarship to visit Argentina, Brazil, Chile, 
China, Europe, Israel, the United Arab Emirates and the United States.

SUPPORTED BY:

SUPPORTER INFORMATION:

Since its founding in 1837, John Deere has seen a great many changes in its business, its products, 
its services. Change always comes with opportunity.  And Deere has always been ready and willing 
to embrace it.  Yet, through it all, John Deere is still dedicated to those who are linked to the land — 
farmers, landowners, builders.  And Deere has never outgrown, nor forgotten, its founder’s original core 
values integrity, quality, commitment and innovation.

Website: www.deere.com.au   Facebook: JohnDeere   Twitter: @JohnDeere

William Harrington  QUEENSLAND  (LIVESTOCK)
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Liz Manchee, from Narrabri in New South Wales, receives a Nuffi eld 
Scholarship supported by Meat and Livestock Australia. She will 
focus on the performance and profi tability of producing ‘natural’ lotfed 
beef, considering genetics and traceability claims.

Liz and her husband John own a beef breeding and feedlot operation, 
producing stud and commercial Shorthorn and Durham Tropical cattle 
with a strong focus on paddock-to-plate traits. They run 1400 head of 
breeding females and sell 150 bulls per year, across 7500 hectares and 
their business also consists of a 600-head feedlot, fodder production 
for drought management and mixed summer and winter cropping.

Liz (along with John) was the runner-up NSW Farmer of the Year 
in 2011 and has the goal to make her family’s beef enterprise more 
vertically integrated in a supply chain that preferably supplies branded 
‘natural’ lotfed beef. Their business currently holds 54 industry leading 
feedlot and carcase awards obtained during the past fi ve years, 
including National Champion Carcase awarded at Beef Australia 2015. 

“The grainfed sector does not have a certifi cation system equivalent 
to that of the grassfed sector, where producers can prove genetic and 
traceability claims,” she says.

“I want to assess whether cattle genetics can offset any potential loss 
of feedlot performance when cattle are fed natural products and how 
viable this system is for producers.”

Through her scholarship, Liz also plans to investigate a point-of-
origin beef labelling system integrated with the National Livestock 
Identifi cation System (NLIS). Her aim is to improve the image of 
grainfed beef with consumers.

Liz will travel to Canada, the United Kingdom, the United States and 
Tasmania in her studies of feedlot systems and business models.

SUPPORTED BY:

SUPPORTER INFORMATION:

Meat & Livestock Australia Limited delivers marketing and RD&E services for Australia’s cattle, sheep 
and goat producers. We create opportunities for livestock supply chains to build demand and productivity, 
and provide services, tools and information that create tangible benefi ts for livestock producers.

Website:  www.mla.com.au   Facebook: meatandlivestockaustralia   Twitter: @meatlivestock

Elizabeth Manchee  NEW SOUTH WALES  (LIVESTOCK)
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Phone: 0419 552 225   Email: ajcoffey@hotmail.com

Adam Coffey, from Katherine in the Northern Territory, receives a 
Nuffi eld Scholarship supported by the NT Department of Primary 
Industry and Fisheries. He will investigate commercial cattle 
production and management tactics for rangeland and other 
marginal areas.

Adam and his wife Jacynta run about 600 head of Brahman-cross 
breeders in a self-replacing herd and undertake opportunistic trading 
to spread risk on an agisted pastoral property. They are in the process 
of building stock numbers and fi ne-tuning herd management for 
long-term sustainability.

“I am really interested in the physical and fi nancial aspects of 
producing cattle in marginal areas, whether that be as a result of low or 
unreliable rainfall or areas limited by poor soils,” Adam says.

“I know in our northern rangeland grazing operation, there are many 
opportunities to potentially gain or lose effi ciencies or performance by 
trying to address our physical and economic issues.

“Through my scholarship, I can look at this on an international scale 
and get ideas about solutions to the problems we are facing at home 
and in other marginal production areas of Australia, including poor soil 
nutrition, use of supplements, low herd fertility and sometimes diffi cult 
animal husbandry operations.”

Adam plans to use his scholarship to visit marginal areas of Africa, 
Canada, India, South America and the United States. 

SUPPORTED BY:

SUPPORTER INFORMATION:

The Northern Territory Department of Primary Industry and Fisheries is committed to supporting a 
fl ourishing economy underpinned by profi table and sustainable industries. This includes working with 
our partners to stimulate and sustain economic development throughout the Territory.

Website:  www.dpif.nt.gov.au 

Adam Coffey  NORTHERN TERRITORY  (LIVESTOCK)
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John Finlayson, from Armidale in New South Wales, receives a 
Nuffi eld Scholarship supported by Rabobank. He will investigate 
options for vertically integrated, paddock-to-plate meat supply chains, 
with a focus on cooperative producer models.

John, who manages his family-owned 2200-hectare sheep and cattle 
grazing and trading business, Pointsfi eld Pastoral Group, says there is 
unprecedented consumer interest in the origin of meat and how it has 
been raised and processed. 

He says this creates opportunities for producers to connect with and 
sell directly to consumers if the right supply chain systems are in place. 

John plans to use his scholarship to research overseas cooperative 
meat processing models and small-scale processing technologies that 
could potentially help Australian grower groups achieve this.

He says he will also look at meat processing regulations and options for 
use of by-products in other countries.

“In our own business we focus on cost of production and grazing 
effi ciency, enabling us to grow a consistent meat product, value-add 
and achieve market and seasonal fl exibility,” he says.

“The next step is to supply direct to consumers and we need to work 
out how to best manage the supply chain to do this effectively.”

John will travel to Canada, China, Europe, Japan, New Zealand and the 
United States to investigate a range of meat processing and retailing 
facilities and producer cooperative models.

SUPPORTED BY:

SUPPORTER INFORMATION:

As the world’s leading food and agribusiness bank, Rabobank has an unparalleled knowledge and 
understanding of the Food & Agri sector and is able to provide its clients with benefi ts that go far 

beyond traditional banking services, working with them to build expertise and grow their businesses.

Website:  www.rabobank.com.au    Twitter: @RabobankAU

John Finlayson  NEW SOUTH WALES  (LIVESTOCK)
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Phone: 0427 634 232   Email: dbraith@me.com 

Drew Braithwaite, from Griffi th in New South Wales, receives a 
Nuffi eld Scholarship supported by RIRDC’s Rice R&D Program. 

He will investigate the importance and value of Sunrice’s strong 
consumer brands to the rice industry and investigate if access to other 
pricing options like hedging products, would be a better option to 
optimise returns to rice growers. Hence brand  versus hedging when it 
comes to increasing value to a commodity.

Drew and his wife Abby farm in conjunction with Drew’s parent’s (Ian 
and Colleen) on their 1100-hectare irrigated mixed cropping enterprise 
in the Riverina and plant 300 hectares to rice each year.  

He says there are not many innovative selling options available for rice 
and more research is needed into the value of hedging products, such 
as fi xed contracts, SWAPS and options for the Australian rice industry.

“I will also look at the importance, costs and benefi ts of developing a 
strong consumer brand for rice and whether this will boost returns for 
producers,” he says.

Drew says he hopes his research will help him better understand rice 
marketing and identify the potential value of having new marketing 
products for Australian rice producers. 

He will travel to Japan, New Zealand, Papua New Guinea and the 
United States.

SUPPORTED BY:

SUPPORTER INFORMATION:

The Rural Industries Research and Development Corporation works with many rural industries to invest 
in research and development for a more profi table, sustainable and dynamic rural sector. The aim of 
RIRDC’s Rice Program is to improve the profi tability and sustainability of the Australian rice industry 
through the organisation, funding and management of a RD&E program that is both market and 

stakeholder driven.

Website:  www.rirdc.gov.au   Twitter: @RIRDC

Drew Braithwaite  NEW SOUTH WALES  (RICE)
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Ben Edser, from Graceville in Queensland, receives a Nuffi eld 
Scholarship supported by the RIRDC Chicken Meat Program. 

He will investigate how intensive livestock production operations 
can effectively manage waste and whether by-products can be used 
as organic fertiliser, soil conditioner and as an effective input for 
cogeneration and renewable energy. He will also study alternative 
bedding used in poultry sheds. 

Ben is the general manager of a business that has diversifi ed into 
agricultural waste management and the cleaning out of poultry sheds. 
His business removes, cleans and composts 35,000-cubic metres of 
waste, which is sold to the horticultural industry as organic fertiliser and 
soil conditioner. 

Ben plans to use his scholarship to investigate whether the waste from 
poultry and other intensive livestock farming operations can be used as 
an alternative energy and revenue stream and the potential to reduce 
operational costs in this sector.  

“When looking at the poultry industry, the largest input costs or areas 
of highest risk in relation to production are spent litter, fresh litter and 
electricity,” he says.

“I hope my research will assist in the development of better 
management of waste systems for intensive livestock production and 
identify opportunities for an alternative income streams. 

Ben plans to travel to China, Europe and the United States.

SUPPORTED BY:

Ben Edser QUEENSLAND  (CHICKEN MEAT)

SUPPORTER INFORMATION:

The Rural Industries Research and Development Corporation works with many rural industries to 
invest in research and development for a more profi table, sustainable and dynamic rural sector. The 
RIRDC Chicken Meat Program aims to stimulate and promote R&D that will deliver a productive and 

sustainable Australian chicken meat industry that provides quality wholesome food to the nation.

Website:  www.rirdc.gov.au   Twitter: @RIRDC
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Phone: 0425 857 162   Email: jan.vydra@freshleaf.com.au

Jan Vydra, from Melbourne in Victoria, receives a Nuffi eld Scholarship 
supported by The William Buckland Foundation. He will investigate 
innovative ways to boost the yields and sustainability of fresh herb and 
salad leaf production.

Awarded the 2011 Australian Young Farmer of the Year, Jan is a 
co-founder and executive director of Australian Fresh Leaf Herbs 
(AFLH) at Clyde, 50 kilometres south east of Melbourne. This is one 
of the country’s leading producers of fresh leaf greens, with niche 
markets focusing on culinary herbs, micro-greens, edible fl owers and 
novelty cresses.

Under Jan’s leadership, AFLH has expanded and diversifi ed from 
producing 2000-bunches of basil each week in the late 2000s to 
current peak spring production of 160–180,000 units of product per 
week and employment of 40 full time equivalent staff.

“From the inception of the company, my focus has always been on 
understanding and developing sustainable and effi cient ways to grow 
fresh produce,” he says.

“Since 2008, we have dramatically cut our water, land and labour 
use but I know there are opportunities to be even more effi cient and 
sustainable.”

Jan says through his scholarship he will research new technologies to 
boost production per square metre and implementation of statistical 
farming systems for greater accuracy of performance measurement.

He plans to travel to Canada, Japan, The Netherlands, Turkey and the 
United States to investigate greenhouse operations, urban agriculture, 
vertical cropping, seed growing and natural growing mediums. 

SUPPORTED BY:

SUPPORTER INFORMATION:

The William Buckland Foundation provides funding to support activities, organisations and projects 
which focus on health and wellbeing, particularly of children and young people, scientifi c and 
educational activities, particularly agriculture to create lasting benefi t for the Victorian community.

Jan Vydra  VICTORIA (HERBS)
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Dan Richards, from Darwin in the Northern Territory, receives a Nuffi eld 
Scholarship supported by Woolworths. He will study international 
seafood and aquaculture production, technologies and market trends.

As general manager of the NT-based Humpty Doo Barramundi (HDB) 
aquaculture operation, Daniel sees big opportunities to develop 
premium quality, sustainably-produced white fi sh to complement pink 
fi sh markets in Australia and overseas.

Through HDB, he has been involved in pioneering the farming of 
barramundi from fi ngerling to about fi ve kilograms. This business is now 
distributing about 30,000 kilograms of fresh barramundi per week — or 
about 1.5 million kilograms per annum — across Australia.

Daniel says the company has already adopted a sustainable aquaculture 
production system and branded product, but he believes there are 
opportunities for all Australian seafood producers to further improve 
technologies, business models, products and marketing opportunities 
by studying what’s happening in overseas markets.

“There has been no domestic industrial-scale production of white 
fi sh in Australia to compliment pink fi sh (salmon and trout) markets,” 
he says.

“Barramundi is a key contender for this space but, as a relatively new 
species to aquaculture farming, there are no specifi cally-designed 
systems for its production and processing.

“We need to address this if we are going to compete in a global market 
and we also need to assess market trends and emerging opportunities 
overseas.”

Daniel will use his scholarship to travel to Belgium, Denmark, Japan, 
Norway, Saudi Arabia and the United States.

SUPPORTED BY:

SUPPORTER INFORMATION:

Woolworths is the largest supermarket/grocery store chain in Australia, owned by Woolworths Limited.

Website:  www.woolworths.com.au  

Dan Richards  NORTHERN TERRITORY  (AQUACULTURE)
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